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greater and more unified methods that were everywhere offering
themselves., and when they talked of that Mr. Sempack made the
schools and colleges of today seem more provisional and evanes-
cent even than our railways and factories. Beyond their trans-
lucent and fading forms., he evoked a vision of a wide, free and
active life for all mankind. In the foreground, confusions, conflicts,
wastes, follies, possible wars and destructions; on the slopes
beyond, the promise and a little gathering band of the illumin-
ated, who questioned, who analysed, who would presently plan
and set new methods and teaching going. Nothing in the whole
world was so important as the mental operations, the realisations
and disseminations of these illuminated people, these creative
originatory people who could not be hurried, but who might so
easily be delayed, without whom, except for accident, nothing
could be achieved. Where was the plain and solvent discussion
needed to liberate minds from a thousand current obsessions and
limitations? Where were the schools of the new time? They had
not come yet. Where were the mighty armies of investigators?
Nothing as yet but guerrilla bands that wandered in the wilder-
ness and happened upon this or that.
The self-discovery, the mutual discovery, of those who con-
stituted this illuminated minority, became the main theme. They
dawned. As yet they did but dawn upon themselves. They fought
against nature within themselves and without. They fought against
darkness without and within. Large phrases stuck out in Mrs.
Rylands5 memories of this talk, like big crystals in a rock.
cThe immense inattentions of mankind . . .'
Subconscious evasions and avoidances . . .*
cOur alacrity for distractions . . .*
cThe disposition of the human mind to apprehend, to assent
and then to disregard, to understand and yet flag and fail, before
the bare thought of a translation into action . . .'
'The terror of isolation because of our insecure gregariousness.
We try to catch every epidemic of error for fear of singularity ...'
'Minds as wild as rabbits and as ready to go underground . . .'
'When you want them to hunt in a pack/ Mr. Plantagenet-
Buchan had assisted at this point. . . .
cThe disposition of everything human to inflame and make a
sore about a minor issue, that will presently kill all the wider
interests concerned . . .'
The great talk rambled on and all its later phases were haunted